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from certain persons, that the lady whom I named to thee
while thou journeyedst full of sighs is sorely disquieted
by thy solicitations : and therefore this most gracious
creature, who is the enemy of all disquiet, being fearful
of such disquiet, refused to salute thee. For the which
reason (albeit, in very sooth, thy secret must needs have
become known to her by familiar observation) it is my will
that thou compose certain things in rhyme, in the which
thou shalt set forth how strong a mastership I have
obtained over thee, through her ; and how thou wast
hers even from thy childhood. Also do thou call upon
him that knoweth these things to bear witness to them,
bidding him to speak with her thereof ; the which
I, who am he, will do willingly. And thus she shall be
made to know thy desire ; knowing which, she shall
know likewise that they were deceived who spake of
thee to her. And so write these things, that they shall
seem rather to be spoken by a third person; and not
directly by thee to her, which is scarce fitting. After
the which, send them, not without me, where she may
chance to hear them ; but have them fitted with a
pleasant music, into the which I will pass whensoever
it needeth.5 With this speech he was away, and my
sleep was broken up.
Whereupon, remembering me, I knew that I had
beheld this vision during the ninth hour of the day;
and I resolved that I would make a ditty, before I left
my chamber, according to the words my master had
spoken. And this is the ditty that I made :—
song, 'tis nay will that thou do seek out Love,
And go with him where my dear lady is ;
That so my cause, the which thy harmonies
Do plead, his better speech may clearly prove.
Thou goest, niy Song, in such a courteous kind,
That even companionless
Thou mayst rely on thyself anywhere.
And yet, an thou wouldst get thee a safe mind,
First unto Love address

